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Choral Speakmg The Hong Kong Schools Speech Fest:val 201 2

a

&) months of hard work.

Back in September, shortly

after arriving at the school,1B

i students began to prepare for

the competition. The initial stages

of preparation were easy; the

students needed to learn about the

themes and content of the poem. They

discovered that the poem is actually part of a

song that features in the popular musical ‘Cats’.

Next, the students had to work on their

pronunciation, which they did by reading the

poem aloud very frequently with Miss Jenny.

Then, the hard work of memorisation and practice
began.

In October and September the students were
ready to begin practising on stage in the School
Hall. Under the guidance of Miss Jenny and Ms
Chan ML, the students learned actions and
movements to convey the meaning of the poem,
as well as improving the speed, rhythm and
intonation of their reading. The students found
that it's really difficult to express the emotions in a
poem using the sound of your voice, but with a
little hard work, they got there in the end.

The week before the show, the final preparations
were made. Props and costumes were designed
to transform the students into Jellicle Cats rather
than human beings and really give a final polish
to the performance.

On 22nd November 2012, the students from class 1B at LPSMC travelled to
Tuen Mun Town Hall to take part in the Choral Speaking section of the 2012
Hong Kong schools Speech Festival. All thirty-seven students felt extremely
nervous as they prepared to take the stage and perform ‘The Song of the
Jellicles’ by T.S. Eliot, a performance which would mark the culmination of

The competition day arrived and the
students gave a wonderful performance
which truly reflected the long hours and
hard work put in by everyone involved.
The experience was a truly meaningful
and memorable one for the 1B students,
as it not only allowed them to improve their
spoken English but also gave them an
opportunity to bond with their classmates
soon after entering secondary school.After
the competition, the students were tired
but pleased with their performance and
everyone agreed that it was a day they
would never forget.

---- Jenny Jones




