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Rosa Dicuonzo

| still remember the first day | came here.
Everyone was so interested in me and my
country, and asked me to take pictures and
have lunch together. | felt welcome and was
ready to start my great experience in my new
school. I'm the first exchange student at Liu
Po Shan Memorial College. For this reason,
the beginning was exciting yet a bit
complicated because no one had got used to
this new experience. But step by step,
everyone started to consider me as a part of
this amazing school. Being an exchange
student means having the courage to put
yourself in front of everybody and let them
know you for who you are and let them teach
you about their country by living as a native
rather than as a guest. Only in this way you'll
be given the chance to integrate yourself into
a new society. | wanted to explore, to taste
everything that was new to me, to learn as
much as | could, to know more about your
traditions and your lifestyle; | wanted to meet
new people and make friends, and compare
their ways of thinking or behaviour with mine
in my home town. This school has been the
perfect place where | could do all of these
things. It's here where | met excellent
teachers and new friends. Some of them
became really important to me. Together,
we found a new way of looking at things we
often considered commonplace or took for
granted. They helped me learn Cantonese
and motivated me not to be afraid to try and
not to give up even when | had to tackle
some difficulties. They explained everything to
me every time | couldn’t understand. | truly
appreciated that.

| found Hong Kong's education system
really competitive, but | consider it one of the

My Experience at Liu Po ShéhMémbrial College

best in the world because schools here are
not just places in which students are given
lessons and examinations, but also a place in
which students can grow up with others and
learn how to improve their knowledge and
themselves. Liu Po Shan inspires and
motivates every student to get better and
have greater confidence in their own abilities.
| was surprised when | saw how much effort
teachers put into their work, how many hours
they spend with their students, giving them
extra lessons and correcting their homework
just to make sure that every student is
well-prepared to achieve their goals. | took
part in many extra-curricular activities during
this year. | have to give a special thanks to
the social worker for inviting me to participate
in several programs. | really enjoyed every
moment with all of those who joined the
World Citizens Program, and am grateful for
all the support | got from them. Thank you for
the fantastic atmosphere that is always
present in this school and for the good
relationship that every teacher built with me.
You haven’t been just teachers for me, but
also people to talk with if | needed to.

Time flies and it's incredible how much
more | feel a part of this place now. A tearful
goodbye came all too quickly, even though
it's been just one year, it will bring rewards
lasting a lifetime.

| feel a completely new person now, a
better person with a more tolerant and
open-minded vision of the whole world and
this has been possible mostly thanks to you.

Goodbye.




