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sn Lee Ka Yan

In October 2014, when | finished my F.4 schooling, | joined an intercultural
exchange programme and went to Germany. | lived in Tibingen which is a |
traditional university town in central Baden-Wiurttemberg. -

My host family was a typical German family. We usually had a cold meal like ef
bread, butter, jam or honey for breakfast, a hot meal for lunch and a cold meal =
again for dinner even in winter. For a Hong Kong girl, this kind of life of course took
me a lot of time to get used to. The house | lived in was located near a river call
Neckar. When | was free on Sunday afternoons in summer, | usually drove my
kayak along the river and enjoyed the view around me.

My host father used to take me around by bike or hiking. We visited a lot of places,
admiring the beautiful landscape together. Germans like to go around by bike. |
was not a particularly sporty girl, but after what | have experienced with my host
family, | know how incredible it is to go hiking or biking and enjoy nature.

During winter, | was freezing and didn’t want to go anywhere but cuddle up and
relax. However, | still needed to go to school. | had to wake up at 6:30 and arrive
at school before 7:40. Although it was quite early to start school, we finished at
12:45 and the rest of the day was totally under our control, depending on what
lessons we had taken and whether we still needed to stay.

School life in Germany was more relaxed than Hong Kong. Our time spent in
classrooms was shorter and we had less homework to do. The biggest difference
| found out between Hong Kong students and German students is that most of my
German friends had set up their respective goals, not just becoming a university
student. Germans have the opinion that university is not the only way out, the key
to success lies in how strong your confidence is in what you choose and want to
do. If your confidence and perseverance are strong enough, you will succeed no
matter whether you have a degree or not. In contrast, Hong Kong students are
always told that getting in the university is the only ticket to become successful.
This belief has prevented a lot of students from discovering what they are really
good at.

| stayed in Germany for 10 months and finished the exchange programme. | felt
very lucky that | had a chance to get out of my comfort zone and experience the
world from a different perspective. Moreover, | stayed in Germany as a local
instead of a tourist. This was the most incredible and unforgettable year in my life.




