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By Tsang Man-hang, Eric

There are four papers in the DSE English Language exam: reading,
writing, listening and speaking. You can improve on these different

areas by using different methods.

Reur BSE Reped

Try to read a wide range of texts, such as
newspaper articles, book reviews, short stories
and poems. When you encounter a difficult
word, try to continue reading to see if you can
guess its meaning. Do not look up the dictionary
immediately as this will interrupt your reading
process. Look it up after you finish reading the
whole text or a chapter of the text. This can
improve your ability of guessing the meaning of
difficult words in a text, which is important in the
HKDSE.

\Writing

Hand in extra compositions to your English
teacher. He or she will help you correct your
grammatical mistakes and give feedback on the
contents of your writing. Try to learn from your
mistakes and avoid making the same kind of
mistakes again.

Listening|

Find some videos that you are interested in, like
documentaries, films or even YouTube video
clips. Try to watch them without subtitles to see
how much you can understand. If you really
don’t understand, look at the subtitles for help.
You can listen to people speaking with different
accents at different paces by watching
authentic English videos, which can help you
improve your listening ability in the HKDSE.

Speaking

Talking to native speakers frequently will help
improve your English and confidence in
speaking in English. You can find the Native
English Teachers in the English corner. They
. are very nice and are happy to chat with you.
Talking with them is an efficient way to improve
your communication skills and the skills in
organizing your ideas. ‘Practice makes perfect.’
Don't miss the precious opportunities to

| practise your English!
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(Other{Concerns]
Staying|Healthyj

To ace the HKDSE, it
is important to maintain
a healthy lifestyle.

To stay healthy, try to sleep at a regular hour
every day. Don't stay up too late for revision. An
energetic mind is far more important than a few
more hours of revision. Also, find someone you

trust, such as your friends, teachers or parents, |

to talk to when you have difficulties in your
learning. It is important to have a positive mind
when tackling the HKDSE as it is a long battle.
We can't fight for a long time if we are in a poor
physical or mental health condition.

RichlExperiencelin] Examinations

Practising the past DSE papers is the usual
method to enrich your examination experience
as they are reliable materials to help you
familiarize with the examination. Don’t just
check your marks but make sure to read the
marking scheme and also the marker’s report
after the paper is given back to you. The
marker’s report is very useful as it shows the
common mistakes made by candidates in
general. Learn from it and try to avoid making
these mistakes.

Finally, you can consider taking part in mock
exams organized by different organizations.
Remember that the aim of it is to have a
‘rehearsal’ of what you need to do in a real
examination setting when the environment and
candidates are all unfamiliar to you, so that you
will be less nervous when you take your own
HKDSE. But make sure that don't take too
many mock exams (1-2 for each subject is
already enough) as this will waste you a lot of
time.

| hope that the above tips can help you tackle
the HKDSE and | wish all of you can pass the
HKDSE with flying colours!
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