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By Mr. Byron Wallin

During the first term, we decided to hold a new event called ‘LPS Talk’. As some of you can probably guess, we were
inspired by TED talks. | believe that TED talks are an excellent resource for students to use to strengthen their English
ability, while at the same time leaning something fascinating. There are a wealth of TED talks available on YouTube, that
span a plethora of topics. | can guarantee that everyone will be able to find something they’re interested in.

The first thing our speakers needed to do was select the topic that they wanted to talk about. Ms. Andrea was able to
offer them some great tips on how to go about this, and | must say they did a fantastic job. We were treated to topics
such as: ‘The power of Language’; ‘How we can stop for a little while to relax’; ‘The difference between communication
and just making noises’, as well as several others. '

The next — and probably most important - part of the students’ preparation required them to make their speeches as
engaging as possible for their audience. Even an amazing topic and speech, will fall on deaf ears if it lacks a well-executed
delivery. We therefore, encouraged our speakers to enrich their speeches with intonation, emotion, facial expressions,
body language, and - above all else — passion. We also encouraged the speakers to rely on their notecards as little as
possible, so as to really maximize their audience engagement and fully deliver their message.

The final talks were delivered in our English Corner during lunchtime. The audience comprised a number of our students,
Ms. Andrea, Ms. Jenny Chan, and |. We were all highly impressed with the speakers, and some of their talks led to some
interesting post-talk discussions amongst the audience. LPS Talk is definitely an event we are looking to evolve and
expand over the coming years, and I'd like to say a big thank you to all of those students who took part.

The LPS Talk was a great opportunity for me to express my thoughts. Many people are
afraid of speaking English because they think it is challenging. But | thought why not give it
a try? If | have never tried, how would | know if | can do it or not? So | gave it a go. | learnt
that nothing is impossible! We just need to try our best!

Even though we may not be excellent in what we do, we need to remember “Success is not
final, failure is not fatal!” Thank you Mr. Byron and Ms. Andrea for giving us an opportunity
to share anything we want in English.

LPS Talk not only allowed me to have fun, but also provided me with a valuable opportunity
to share an interesting topic with others. It is definitely a challenge for participants,
including me, especially as this was our first attempt. However, being able to express
myself freely in English gave me a lot of satisfaction.

Before giving my talk, | practiced with my teachers. At first, my presentation was unnatural
and full of nerves, causing me to pause over and over again. However, after some great
feedback and confidence boosting encouragement, | realized | was just sharing something
that | found interesting, and that | shouldn’t be so afraid to make small mistakes.

During my talk, | attempted to do my best, and share my idea clearly with the audience. In
the end, my talk was well delivered and smooth, and | received a big round of applause.
This really improved my confidence, and at that moment | felt proud of myself.
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